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measures of self perception in 785 students drawn from large urban and
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Introduction

The question of the relationship between ego concept socio-

economic status (SES), and ethnic group membership has attracted unusual

amounts of attention primarily because of conflicting findings.. Many

researchers have suggested that children ok the mower social classes.,

do'actually'reflectithe negative self*iMage that society holds for them..

(Erickson, 1963; Witty, 1967). Other investigators suggest that SES is

not a significant variable in telf-perception (Colleman, 1966.

However, some of the more recent studies by Soares andSoares, X1969;

Trowbridge, 1972; and Powers, et. al. 1971).indIcate that by some criteria,

the disadvantaged child may indeed hold a higher self perception than his

counterpart in the middle and upper. classes. Why these conflicting
%

findings have been obtained-has not been determined but the, differences'

have served as a stimulus for further research especially since the more.

recent findings disagree with expectation. Some investigators 42irkel and
1

Moses, 1971; Long, 1969) have suggested that variables such as differing
(7, ,

instruments, research design, age groups, religions, times, and definitions

have led. to the inconsistent findings. There does, however, seem to be

a consensus among most writers regarding the relationship between a

positive self concept and its effect upon school performance, interper-

sonal relationships and mental health.

The present study, in some vespectshas attempted to replicate many

aspects of the Trowbridge, 1972 and Soares and Soares, 1969, and Powers,,

et al, 1971, studies. The present investigators have, however, sought

to,extend these previous studies principally by adding another major ethnic

gtoup. This study is also tapping qi sample of youth from a section of the

United states not represented in the earlier studies.

t)
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METHOD

The instrument chosen to measure self-concept was the Soares and Soares

Inventory (1969). This inventory yields a self image, ideal image, and

three reflected self images, peers, parentsand teachers. The scale includes

20 pairs of bipolar adjectives expressechin sentence form witireach pair

.separated by four spaces. labeled much Rge me-and little'. like me,on the

negative and positive sides. The student indicates how he feels about

himself by checking bane point on the scale that best describes his feelings.

. .

Each item on the sale can be scored either71 or =-2 or +1 or 4t , more.,.
..r

, .
.

positive ratings signify a higher self concept. The respo ents were also

asked to check off the number of years they would like to continue in

schodl including high school, vocational school, college, and post college

as a measure of their educational aspiration.

'Although the previous studies all used a relatively standard method .\

of assessi.n\g each respondents SES (neighborhood, school diStrict, etc) the

,present writers believe that it is no longer legitimate to determine SES

of children in many large cities today by a claiSification gf schools or

neighborhoods because bussing has tended to contaminate school district
4

classifications.. Although parent's,occupation seems to be one of the more

commonly used criteria of SES, the present investigators also found that

this can be misleading. It was found that occupatiopal status, or even
0

income, could be influenced by community size, wealth, essential ethnic

makeup etc. As an alternative method, the teather,of each individual class

sample was asked to indicate what she belielied the child's SES tocbe,

based upon her knowledge of the child and his family. The teachers judge-

ment of the child's SES was then combined with ,the father's occupation and

4.
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a judgement was then made by the investigators as to the families SES

classification. All data was collected at the end of a normal schojl year

which provided the teachers with ample opportunity to get to know each

student and his families position in the community.

While students were completing the self concept inventory, the teacher

was completing a form for each subject indicating' ethnic origin, SES, and

attendance data. Later, IQ and GPA information were obrained from school

files.

DATA SOURCE

. Data were collected i9 14 sChool's randomly selected throughout the
. '.. .

South dnd Central portions oE Texas from both large urban and small city

school districts. Twenty -sic claSsrooms in 'Seven schobl districts yielded .

a sample of 785 students wit h'approxfMately egual.numbers representing the

.8th and 10th gra4es. -The 10th grade was, chosen as the highest ,grade level

./because it was found that by the 11th and 12th grades, many of the Mexican-
,

oo Anericap and'Elar:k students had already dropped out of school. The 8th grad

was used as the lower limit because the pre sent investiqatexi, found in

a pilot study that studentipelOw the 8th grade had extreme difficulty

comprehendifig the correct use of the cOntept invent6ry Th' original

Soares and Soares study was conducted on the 4th through 8th grades.

RESULTS:. ,

An analysis of the data using both a multivariate and univariate,an-
.

alysis of variance design did not supE>t..4he findings of Soares and Soares

and Trowbridge. Table 1 shows the univeriate analysis of variance results

of combining the five individual self concept scores into one summated
o

)

3
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score foreach individual respondent. .B.,lacks did show a higher overall self

concept hen th'e other two ethnic groups but the difference was not sig-

nificant: There was, however, a significant difference'in overall

71

self concept scores when the group was partitioned by, attendance (.01)

dgrade level (.10)f ,Students with excellent attenaancdfrrecords and

higher overall

ratings showed

the difference was not significant.

Ea'n of the five self concept scores yielded by the Soares and Soares

461der'students displayed
7!,

°

students with'highe SES

concept ratings. although
4

higher overall self concept scores,

scales were examined using multivariate analysis of variance with reference

to race, SES, gride level, GRA, attendance record* aspiration level and sex.

'Table 2 shows the-individual self concept differences when the students

were parfitioned by race. Black's ShoWed a significantly higher score (.10)

on one scale; reflected parents.

.

.
White respondents had a significantly

,
.

higher score (.01) on the ideal self concept scale. 'The test of H2 ipr .

'equality.of centroids'was significant at the .05 level thus showing that there\T..

.....,

were ov 'all differences between the groups on the five 'dependent variables.

4.

able 3 shows significant differences of .10 and .01 for self concept and
\

ideal self concept respectively in,favor of white's when the data is partitioned

by SES. There were a lso differences favpring whites oncthe three reflected

scales bUt they were not significant. The testof H2.c.as significanfatthe

t

.05 leVel.
V'

Table 4 examines the data with respect to the\respondents grade in school.

Tenth grade students shdwed significantly higher self conceptS (.10) and ideal

.

\ -

Self concepts (.01) than eighth grade students. The\test of H2 was not sig-

nificant.
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Table 5 reflects the relationship between self concept and the subject's

GPA. Although students with higher 10.tter grades generally showed higher
. .

. .. .

self concepts, only the ideal concept scale showed a significant difference

(.01). The test of H2 was significant at the 05 level signifying overall,

differences on the five dependent variables when the subjects were parti-,

tioned by GPA.
0 _

4

Table 6 presents the most significant firidingS. Students witp excel -
ti

lent attendance records showed significantly higher self concepts (.01) .an

all scales except reflected parents (.10) than those with poor attendance

rec 'The overall test ofH
2
was significant at the .05 level.

e 7 indicates that'students who aspire to complete college have

the fligheAst self concepts when compared.with those who plan to complete

high school or vocational school or to stay in college more than 4 years.

Vocational school aspirants had the lowest self perception on each of the

scales except ideal self. The fact that students who aspired to Spend more

than 4 years at the college level showed low self concept scores may be

-a result of the respondents general lack of understanding of post college

education. The test ofH
2

for overall discrimination was significant at

the .10 level.

....
Table 8 shows that sex'is not an important variable in relation to self

concept. Males showed only slightly higher'self appraisal than females

(.10). The test was not significant.
o

Table 9 presents the significant correlations found when all the major,

variables examined in this project were intercorrelated. All of the relation-

ships, although they are not strong, are in the direction that would be

intuitively expected. Children of darker color have lower SES, loWer.

level of aspiration, and lower grade averages.. Children with higher SES

1
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ha7e better attendance rec ords, higher grades and a higher level of asp.i-

ration. Therewere no significapt correlations among the self cciiiCept.

inventory scores and race, SES, or grade average. VA,

6

Table 10 shows, the intercorrelation of the five self concept sc6res,
;

,
. .1..*.

and the summated concept score. All of the'sdales are highly interrelatea
.

A 0
,

1

except scare numbee2oidear self concept.. 4. .
41

DISCUSSION

,

A

This study had three major purposes. First, an attempt was made
0

. .

'' ) ''
.

'e p,- -
to "determine iea.relationdhip--Kexisted between self conceptNand.ethnic

( - , :

. . 5

. origin. The 'results dhowed that there waSnot a significant dIfterence

.

.,.;

among the groups on an-overall summated self conceptmeadure.. White
, ..

ik.

respondents did, however,Nscore significantly higher (.01i1 on the ideal .7.:

self concept portion of the scale. Blacks showed the loweSt ideal self .

!

concept. The project then attempted to determine whether self concept

- was related to SES.. High SES respqpdents showe(the highes summated self

1 ',
concept score although the difference between high and low SAS subjects

0-,

was-not significant.. Most of the between SES groups was found

11

.

to pecentered on the ideal self one scale Ad the basiciself concept
.

;

scale.6 -The differences were significant at the .01'and .10 levels re--
, . /

, e

spectively with those subjects with the highest SESshowing higher ratings.

,

Finally, a group of academically related variables, GPA, grade level,

attendence record and aspiration-were'studied in. relation to2the self

concept measures. Those students'with better attendance records showed a

significantly (.01) higher summated self co ept and bn each ot'the indi- .
0

0
vidual concept measures. T enth graders andhthoie with higher GPA's show-

/ A

ed signifidantly (.01) higher ideal self:concept measure.

/

A

V.
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AS a subsequent part of this project, the major independent variables.

.

e

,used.intbis study a're,intercorreiated. the highest relationship, .42,

was found to be between races* SES. An interdorrelation of the five"sub

scales on the self concept measure demonstrated a cOnsiderable amount of

oVeilai):With 'the exception of the ideal-so:4f concept scale.

.The%most significant findings of-this study igas'its lack of aggreement

with Several 'previous projects, that showed blacks"and loWerSES,subjecis to
, IC

,

have higher self concepts.' The difference may be explained by changes in

sociological condition's since, the preVious'etudiesweie-completea or the
0-

Y fact that subjects frot a different section of the_country were used in this

study. The results also'showed.tbat the most significant and meaningful,
4

relationship was found.to be between various.seli concept 'ratings and school

. aieendance..

a.

1.

0 u .4r-
4 ---

O 4.

,

Th inconsistencies between this repot and others suggest that the
_ A

S.

entire area of self concept and its relaaonhib.and,academic,variables

..

A .... ei,_,
( .

be investigated on a largescale fore any more definite conciuSions'can

be formulated.

zit

0

0
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TABLE'l
*.

Univariate Analysis of Variance Results for

Combined Self Concept Scores

e

.

''-'

.

, - ,

,

SOURCE or VARI TION df MS WMS : _,P ,

. .
-

RACE . H . SD. .,:N
,

..

White/ 121.9 39.39 407
%

,
,

..

Meicicn 120.9 39:55 164
.

''.

Black- 126.4 47;65 .14 . 1 1 ..

\-
.

.
'" .2,713 . 11374.8 1,699;4. i,.81 .

.

. ..t.

. _

,- - - - _.- - - - a'
.

.
.

r .
'.

SES
-

,
.

.

Low ,
118.2 43.6 239... .,

,

..:- Middle 124;0 -40.0' 433
.

.

.. .. ,

.

'N,Iligh 131,0 . 39;6 43 -- .- ; ,

. _

2;712 . 4,267-4 1,7024 ...2.51
.--

- ,

. .
.

. GRADE' '__
. .

.

.

8th ' 119.7 387.. 332' .

,
: . .

.

,
10th 125.0 43,1 , 385.

.

.
.,

____ .
. 1,715 44995.4' 691.8 2

,

.95. .10 -

,...., ......... - - - MP IM MP MID M ' * Mr da. M: Md. M. AM M Mt M ..... M 6.0. MD M. % ... 411D . , Mb ba. _ _ ao .

Z-- . .4*
. . .

.

GPA J ,

,. ,.
. . : .

.
. -c

.- A '129.5 , .36,7., 126 _.

,

!

4 )._,'''

B --' 120.7' 40.6 ljo
.

. C 121.7 43.8- 279 . '

,

D j' '120.7 41.1 , '150 . ' _,.
.

.

3;681 i,Isi.6- , 1,715.7 1:33, ,

.

,
.

,

..,- ... .. ... . - - -
.

.,
, .4-

.
. .

.

ATTENDANCE /
. -

.

. .1: :

Poor . 111;9 42.6 54 .
,

.

Average 11348' 45.7 217
.

Excellent, 128.0 37.9 443 I
k

4, 2,711 17,907.6 1,666.5 10.75 .01 ',-

. . ,
-,-- - ir--2,-

..i.
.1,-

.,. .

ASPIRATION ,
,

,,
,

High School 121.8 38.8 249
v , , ,4

. .

Vocational 113.4 44.9 45.!
-s

. 7

College 46.1 ',38.4- 308 ,

,

College +, 120.7 49.6 89 ,

.

',

.

3;690 2,119.3 1,709:5 1.24

'-. .

.
.

:.
.

.

,
..

,
__

r
. .

.
^. '

SEX
.

.

, '...

.

.

-(..-:-

Male 124;2, 39.3 - 419
. .

Female '119.9 44.0 299 ,

.

.
, 0

, : 1,71'6 3,211.7 1,708.6 1..88,: ",
t

... .

,

.

.
.

.

.
...,

..

f. . -

.

0 l,



STABLE 2

Multivariate Analysis of Variance of-Self concept

Scores Partitioned ,by Race

. ,

SCALE$

/.

,

`4

RACE,', $

. _ '
,

POOLE9 GROUPS
EST- 'S. D.'

a.

7 2/713

.

a

,

. .

-s

.

White
N=401
Meansii

tieltiCan

N=164

.-.

Means'
.

Black
N =145.

Means,

'

-

Self-.
. .

ideal s'

.,

Ref.-Friends

.

Refd.Teachers

Ref. P.-- is

r .22.0

,,31:5-
,

2

23.0

...

22.1,

:314
,...

9.2

23.2 -

23.3,

23.4.
i

22.9

28.9 .

25.6 t

24.7
.,

a 24.5

/

/,

9.78

8.48-.

10.98

1

9 91.

12.83

'- .65

7:#
, iir

1'444
-.;
7

./1.47,

2.04'

.01

.10
:\

J,

.

r equality: of centroids-, *ova 10/0)

\\\

o

V.

fl

,3.08 '.05-
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Multivariate Analysis of.Varranceof Self Concept.
.

7,)s.

,

SOeores Fartitionea by S.E.S.

I
TABLE 3

0

i',SALES ,
1/.

. . ,.

-,

1

'

-- _________,---
, S. £7.-S.

'

.

- ,?'.

Q

'
POOLED GROUPS

EST. :' \ S.D.

/

-F 2/712

.

.

.Low;:

W.-2391

Meanis''
--"---:---i-....,-+.

P

"Middle

.N-.7.7.433'

Means

High
.' N=43 .

Means

,

'Self ?

Ideal

-' i_t tipilds -

Ret..,,,Teacheie

-Ref. Parents

.

r ,

, 21.1 ,

28:4'

,

23.2t

24'9

22:4

.

4

' 22.5.
f

3113- -

23.7

23.5

23.07

.

-

/

'24 4.

32.5,,
. /

/.

2$2.-2/
--

24

2,1.11:

.

:
--

.

i '

..

..___.

*
4,

I

4,

Y9.764

8.36

11,04 '

10.00

12.87.

4

s-

)

:

2.89

10.88

.64 %

.

, ''.67,

0.39 .

.

,

A O

Cbi-- ,,

s

.4,
'

.

. .

, for equality of. centroids, Minova. 10/02
. °

p

O

'.p5
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TABLE 4,

Multivariate Analysis of Variance of.Self Concept

Scores Partitioned by Grade

11

SCALES -WADE
.,

---------7
,POOLED GROUPS
EST. S.D.

F 1.715

, #
8 10

N=332 N=385 .

,
.

Means , Means
,

. -

-Self 21.4 / 22.7 9, "' 3.07 .10

Ideal 29.4 4.3 .44 8.34 .01
.

_

Ref. Friends 23.2 #23.9 10.99 .80

Ref.* Teachers 23.1 23,7 9:92 A
.59

,
5 , .

,

'Ref. Parents 22.5 23.2 12.84 .63

, 0

-

.

,

H1, for equality of centroids, Macova

;

1 el

O

tV

5/

4

5/711 2.02

ti
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/.TABLE.5

Multivariate Analysis of Variance of Self Concept

Scores Partitioned by G.P.A.

SCALES Gi P. A'. POOLED GROUPS
EST. S.U.

V 3/684

,A
Nm126

Means

B

N=130
Means

C

N=279
Means

D
N=150

Means

Self -.'-' 23.5 21.9 22.2 20.8 9.85 1.95

Ideal 33.4 , 31.0 29.7 29.0 8.36 6.16 .01

Ref. Friends 25.0 23.5 23.0 23.7 11.05 .91

.

Ref. Teachers 24.4 23.6 24..5 22.7a 9.99 .55'

Ref. Parents 23.1 20.7 23.3 24.1 12.85 1.31 '

, for equality of centroids, Manova'15/03
2

J.

2.52 .05



VABLE 6

Multivariate Analysis of Variance of Self Concept

'Scores Partition0 by Attendatrei.

1-3

POOLED GROUPS

EST." S.D.

-

F 2/711 4

.,

SCALES

,

.

.

ATTENDANCE

Poor
N=54
Means

Average
N=217

-Means

Excellent
N=443
Means

Self '`

Ideal

Ref. Friends

Ref. Teachers

Ref. Parents

19.6

29.3

20.9

21.1

20.2

19.9

28.6

21.8

21.7

21.8
n

23.6

-. 31:5

24.8

24.5

23:7

9.63

8.39

10.95

;9.91

12.84

,

12.44

8.77

7.01

'.7.75.

- 2.83'

01
.

.01

.01

.01

.10

for equality of centroids Manova 10/03

1

'3.37 .05'

_----
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, TABLE 7

Multivariate Analysis of Variance of Self Concept

Scores Partitioned by Aspiration

SCALES ASPIRATION
-

POOLED GROUPSI

EST. S. D.,

F 3/691

,

.

.

High School
N=250
Means

-a
Vocational

N=48 f0

Means
.

College
N=308
Means

,

College +
N=89
Means

Self

Ideal

Ref. Friends

Ref. Teachers

. ./
Ref. Parents

\

21.7

29.7 ,

23.8

23.8

24.0

.

18.6

30.1

19.8

20.6

21.9

22.7

31.4

2 4.22
,

23.7

23.0

22.8

29.9

23.5

23.1

20.1

9.82

6.45

11.04

10.00

12.86

s

2.40

2.12

2.22

1.53

2.16

.

.10

.1Q

.10

.10

.

H for equality of centroids, Manova 15/00
2

0

2.04 .10
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TABLE 8

O

Multivariate Analysis of Variance of Self Concept

Scores Partitioned by Sex

SCALES .

SEX

'4

POOLED GROUPS
EST. S. D.

F 1/716

Male Female

N=419 N=299

Means "Means

_

Self .
22.6 21.3 9.ql 3.08 .10

,

Ideal 30.7 29.9 / 8.47 1.25

/

,.. .

..,Ref. Friendsr 24.1 22.9
/
/ 11.03 1.79

Ref. Teachers. W23,80... 22.8 / 9:99 r.s8

Ref. Parents 23.0 , 22.6 r 12.86 .13

, - ,
1

2
, for.equality-of centroids, Manova 3/712

.81

tsd

r
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TABLE 9

Intercorrelation of VariableS Used

In This Project`, 417

Variable " Correlation

Race with SES ' .42

Race With Aspiration. .22

Race with Grades .28

SES with Attendance .28

SES with Grades .35

SES with Appiation .30

Attendance with Grades -25

Grades with Aspiration .30

16 .7



TABLE 10

Intercorrelation of Soave and Soaks Self Concept SCores

Variable Correlations.

1 2 13
4 5

Self rating

Ideal self 2. .39

Reflected friends 3. .68 .43

Reflected teachers 4'. .65 439, .76

Reflected parents 5. ..53 ..32 .58 .5,7

Combined rating 6. .82 \4,60 .89 .85 .79 1.00,

0

j
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